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i Ask someone to name a person
d at the forefront of the rockabilly

| and roots music scene — chances =
" are you'll hear the name Deke e b
‘ chkerson ~

| has been spreading the gospel \‘n
‘of rockabilly | and | roots = music
throughout the world. He has been

- a tireless promoter of the scene,

Ll 3 wearing many hats. SR

Deke the Musrc Historian - a regular column in Vintage Guitar,
countless articles for major magazines across the globe, and
ner notes for too many records to mention. Deke's also been
interviewed and quoted by Bob Dylan on his “Theme Tlme ‘#4
. Radlo Hour show on XM Smus Satelhte radio show bbb

'For the past quarter century, Deke kﬁ;t i

rtl

Deke the Entrepreneur - the Ilmltedl
. edition i Hallmark § Deke i 3
' Slgnature thar :

Deke the Composer — wrote the score to |
The Wild and Wonderful Whites of West !
Virginia” and the background guitar music
o “Theme Time Radio Hour with Bob

. Deke’s music has also appeared

. in television and movies, from “Jackass

- 3-D” to the Academy Award wrnnrng film
L “Sldeways !

Go-Nuts, guitarist Davie Allan, Sammy Masters, Jimmy Lee i
Fautheree Big Sandy and the Fly-Rite Boys and many others ’
it AR b 1 f ”"’d
Deke the Sideman - Link Wray, Dick Dale, Duane Eddy, Janis
. Martin, Scotty Moore...the list goes on and on. If you can think &
| of an original rockabilly or roots music artist, chances are Deke **
- has backed em up. i gfi!iﬂ!
PN il it
Deke the Event Organlzer - the hugely successful Deke
. Dickerson’s Guitar Geek Festival — the world’s greatest guitar (;m
festival, now in it's 8th year. It's the “Viva Las Vegas” for gultar | 'qm
fans. Featured on CNBC. IR T
I "

it

W o o

he world over each year, bringing roots music straight to your
 town.' Speaking about his music, Deke comments, ‘People
. love to label me rockabilly, but that's just a small fraction of |
. what | do — everything roots music, from rockabilly to bluegrass
’ to Western swing to Memphis soul to doo-wop and rhythm and -
blues. The title track of my most recent studio recording, King -
of the Whole Wide World could even be called old-timey; it's *t{{w

a tongue-in-cheek, autobiographical song about being a rich vinyl, CD)? ﬂmﬁ W i
[1 man without the constraints of money or fame. | decided the | . g‘wmm@ ﬂ i fiie
f song sounded better with some 78 rpm record noise dubbed = Well, I'm so out of the loop, really, because I'm an old school
: onto it. Call me sentimental, but | really think music like that i guy at heart. To me, | always want the vinyl, because | love

sounds better with a little grit.”
y

L

“ . in this issue, so rather than play Twenty Questlons I cut it 1
il ) down to ten. : ~ . o

tH ‘t i b m » Ll ' » :
""" et R 1. You were in hlgh school in the earlyto m|d19805 Whatgot'

| else was listening to the standard Top 40 hits of the day'7

L L,

+ myself, it's now or never’! I'm glad | did it, but being your own ‘.

'f given a stack of hand me down disco records! ha ha
e ARSI Y (A

for an interview. | didn’t know how much space we'd have |

§ uwt ”m ny

you interested in rockabilly and roots music when everyone

MRS AU Ui st i it
Well, actually, if you remember, the 19803 had rockabr/ly !
on the charts--the Stray Cats were on the radio and huge in &
my high school. | can honestly say that | was into the music
before the Stray Cats, | had a Gene Vincent album and an
Eddie Cochran album, but it was exciting back then to have
the Stray Cats popular with young kids and teenagers. When
Isaw them live, | definitely thought, wow, it's just three guys |
il up there making all that noise, /could do 1

that too! | ;

g

© collecting records, so | discovered lots
| of other great music, too--surf music,
'garage band music, blues, country
western swing, punk rock--and | /oved

Ll

- 2. You've been a professronal musrcuan
it for the past quarter century. Do you i
' remember what it felt like when you
were able to go full-time? How'd it feel
when you were able to “quit your day

Yeah, it was scary! | had come to a pornt in my l/fe where |
got divorced and lost my job at the same time, so | was really &
; swinging in the breeze with no responsibilities. ‘I just said to

boss is only half fun. The other half is always worry/ng about
where the next money is coming from! m i
gttt

3 What was the first record you ever bought?

The f/rstrecord | ever bought was “Elvis’ Greatest Hits Volume ¥
. 1,” a couple days after he died in 1977. Then | got handed |
a stack of hand-me-down records from my grandparents that §
| pretty much defined the kind of music | would like the rest of |
' my life--Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, Johnny Cash, Paul Revere &
the Raiders, “Monster Mash” by Bobby “Boris” Pickett, etc. |
| always wonder what would have happened if | had been

' 4. You've been releasmg records since 1989. What ohanges
have you noticed in the rockabilly consumer (ie. downloads

big covers and liner notes and pictures you can stare at, and




